The International Day of the ship model builders 

On 29.11.2012 some bad news came up, which shocked the ship model builders world, especially in germany. 
The VTH – Verlag für Technik und Handwerk – published a press statement from the Schall Group wich was organising the exhibition Faszination Modellbau. 

This exhibition was planed from 22nd until 24th of March in Karlsruhe / Germany.
Schall cancelled this exhibition and moved it to Sinsheim/Germany, with a new name. The Faszination Modellbau.

The press statement from VTH was quit neutral. The announcement on the web page of this exhibition was comparable with a slap in the face of ship model builders.

On the sides of the ship modellers exhibition company was blessed with a more dramatic expression in the press release. 

Nothing for wimps and milksops, these and other niceties were topped in mid-December by a further press release. They want to focus on "attention to quality and value." In argumentum e contrario this would mean, that ship models are obviously not fulfilling this requirements an therefore they have been disinvited the ship model builders
As on 29.11. started in many internet forums the discussions about the move to Sinsheim and also the abandonment of the ship model builders., but not just in those forums which address the model ship building. A few hours later, the name of the day of action was already born. Martin Staub from Switzerland and user of SchiffsModell.net edited the term of this exhibition with an I at right place, so it was spelled now Faszination Modellteich, in englisch Fascination Model Pond.

A few hours later Alexander Krahn (SMC Bremen) – as well active in SchiffsModell.net – came up with the idea to organize an event of ship model builders in Germany at the last day of Faszination Modellbau, the 24th of March.

This information has been spread out of the ship model building sector and international forums

Because of the Internet is a fast and reliable resource for distribution of ideas and projects, the International Day of the ship model builders, the fascination model boats was deployed.
To show this event will be really international, the logo for that day was created in German, English and Spanish as well.
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Quite fast the story was developing now. 

One of the first supporters among the larger organizations was the Swiss boat-model association. They promised full support to this say and they had animated their member clubs to participate. Such an encouragement I had expected for and the German Association as well, however, they held themselves covered at least in public. In the meantime I know, there was international engagement with the Naviga, the international association for ship modelling. They had an international adjudicator schooling in Oberhausen / Germany. 
Ok, this was not the real intension of the international day of ship model builders, the intension was more, to meet at public places, not behind closed doors
Nevertheless, almost daily registrations of clubs, but also individual modellers, came by mail or in the thread in SchiffsModell.net which was created for this topic. Also this day the ship modellers had been discussed in relevant forums, mostly favourable, but also negative. It's interesting where we speak about the same hobby, but just in different forums. Whether there such a thing like competitive spirit may have played a role, I’m not able to judge, but the suspicion is close. 

Even the whole slowly but surely degenerated into stress. For reports in our print media, a deadline was to met, the achievable for the next issue, February stapling, was already before Christmas. 

For each of the issues for March, another article was published to reach as much ship modellers as possible. 

Now even some dealers promised their participation at the local clubs and to support the local events with an exhibition or even stalls.
Overall, active e-mail traffic has severely limited my own ship modelling activities around our hobby. 
One interesting Email I can remember. A Dutch Model colleague wrote me, that the abandonment of the ship modellers in Sinsheim is a purely German problem. However, this is not to understand. At all major fairs in Germany our Dutch neighbors are represented, even it is the Intermodellbau, in the past in Karlsruhe, but smaller fairs such as in Rheinberg, Bad Salzuflen or Bremen as well. 

I personally do not know any fair in the Netherlands, where all types of models can be found under one roof. And that's what makes such a show really interesting. Only if all disciplines are represented we can have a look over our fence and find solutions at other types of models or approaches. 

Ultimately, this was a big investment of time, but for our hobby ship model building this time was well spent.

The 24.3. moved closer 

To 23.3. around fifty events were reported in Germany, one in Denmark, two in Austria and four in Switzerland. 

On the North American continent, three events in the U.S. were planned, one was confirmed, and another in Mexico. 
One message came from New Zealand.


While here in Europe we had to fight against low temperatures and "too hard water ", the participants from the USA and Australia were able to follow their hobby in summer wear.

The first photos of events were already online in the early morning of 24th March. The Logan City Marine Modelers from Brisbane, Australia published them to RC Groups - a major international forum.
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Events in Germany, Denmark, Austria and Switzerland, a total of 54, followed in the course of the earth's rotation.
Three of the events in Germany were cancelled due to the weather. Those that had taken place had to face difficult conditions. Strong gusts of wind, temperatures around 0°C and even snow affected particular the meetings in the middle of Germany and the North East. 
Nevertheless, several more events had took place that were not known previously.
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This conditions had allowed to took interesting photos, as here on the Emssee, home base of SMC Warendorf.


The SMC Warendorf has organized a regatta run the RC Laser dinghy on the Emssee. Even if the lasers are in strong winds in their element, some flaws ensured a spectacular undercut.
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At Lake Phoenix in Dortmund the IG RuhrPiraten met together with the IG Schiffsmodellbau Phönixsee, it did not look different. Strong wind and low temperatures also ensured here interesting pictures and many visitors were able to see the seaworthiness of the models.
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In northern Germany, here in Neumünster at IG Störpiraten, it was more of a sight similar to the apres ski. If the water still had the wrong physical state, but something like the Olympic spirit was in play; Being there is everything.
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So wurden dennoch die Wasserpfützen auf dem Eis mit Luftschraubenbooten befahren oder die freien Bereiche in den Uferzonen.

Nevertheless, the puddles on the ice were travelled with propeller boats or the free areas in the riparian strip.
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International respect reaped the model skippers Euregio Aachen.
As the SMC Warendorf, the Aachen have organized a regatta run.
Due to a videos of this event, published on RC Groups, an American model builder got carried to the comment;
You guys are tough ... sailing in a snowstorm.
So many clubs, communities of interest and also completely unorganized ship model builders have raised the banner for our wonderful hobby model ship in the most adverse conditions. 

A few time zones further on the North American continent met, especially in California, the modeller in summer clothing. Some enviousness arose if I had a look – frozen by drinking hot tea -  the photos at the evening. 

Like here at Lake Balboa in Los Angeles, with the logo in English, in the U.S. the flag for model boats is kept high.
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Neben dem Treffen am Lake Balboa, was vorher nicht bekannt war, gab es in LA eine weitere Veranstaltung

Am Hansen Dam Lake trafen sich die Segelfreunde aus Los Angeles.

In addition to the meeting at Lake Balboa, which was not known previously, there was another event in LA
At the Hansen Dam Lake, the sail boat friends out of Los Angeles met.
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Weitere Veranstaltungen fanden in Visalia / Kalifornien und im Transportation Museum in Owls Head / Maine statt. 
Further events were held in the Transportation Museum in Owls Head / Maine and in Visalia / California.
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Mit den South East Modelers, Scale, Sail & Rooster Tails kam eine weitere vor allen Dingen auch sehr kurzfristig angesetzte Veranstaltung am Briscoe lake in Snellville / Georgia dazu. Ein deutscher Auswanderer war im Februar in der alten Heimat und hat sich direkt mit der aktuellen Schiffsmodell versorgt, die er aber erst am 20. März gelesen hat.
With the meeting of the Southeast Modeler, Scale, Sail & Rooster Tails another, above all, very short set-in event came up at the Briscoe Lake in Snellville / Georgia. A German emigrant was in February in the old country and has supplied himself directly with the current issue of the magazine SchiffsModell, which he did not read until 20th March.

Aufgrund des Berichtes in der zur Faszination Modellteich in der Märzausgabe der Schiffsmodell hat er dann seinen Verein zusammengetrommelt und so haben sich ob der Kurzfristigkeit immerhin vier Modellbauer am besagten See getroffen.
Due to the report regarding the fascination model boats in the March issue of Schiffsmodell he round his club up and so at least four modellers have had  short-term meeting at the lake.

[image: image19.jpg]



Aber auch in einigen Regionen der USA war tiefster Winter, so musste die zuvor bestätigte Veranstaltung in Delta / Colorado ebenfalls witterungsbedingt kurzfristig wieder abgesagt werden. In den USA fanden nun tatsächlich sechs Veranstaltungen statt, drei mehr als vorher bekannt waren.
But also in some regions of the United States was the dead of winter, so the previously confirmed event in Delta / Colorado also had been canceled due to the weather in short term. In the U.S. now actually where held six events, three more than previously were known. 

A little further south, in Mexico City, the action was supported by the Modelismo Morisco. The Mexican friends of ship modelling showed particular the construction of the models.
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Modelismo Morisco is organizing this meeting every weekend! The chairman of this association runs a local hobby shop and ensures in this way for junior modelling and clientele. There are not only exhibited finished models, most are built in the park under supervision. Modelling in the public already brought him to the Mexican television. A great example to follow.
Here in Germany it is rather difficult to see a TV report regarding “normal” model building, because it is too unspectacular compared with the previous reports of modelers on German television. Only high tech, high speed and high costs are counting there. Most reports are closer to a commercial; many manufacturers are shown there which are showing models from developing on CAD stations via milling the parts with CNC machines up to test run.
This meeting in Mexico City takes place regularly. At 24.3. it stood below the flag of the International Day of ship model building and so was emblazoned the logo in Spanish at the tents.

Each event in the individual call is beyond the scope here, therefore standing next to the list of events.

SchiffsModell.net will publish a gallery with all the pictures of the event in the near future.

If someone in early December `12 told me that the idea of two users of Schiffsmodell.net - which we support - achieved such an effect, I didn’t believe that.

The now numerous incoming e-mail feedbacks from visitors we have achieved through announcements in the respective local press is overwhelming.

Families who want to start with their children immediately, modelers who want to revive the hobby now - this is the tenor of the messages.

Also in many talks at the meetings, here I can only talk about the events at the Lake Phoenix in Dortmund and on Lake Ümmingen in Bochum, were very promising. From the explanation the sail adjustment is working to interested newcomers up to veteran ship modelers which are missing the sources of material in between. Everything was there.
On Intermodellbau 2013, where SchiffsModell.net had its first stand, the feedback was very impressive. There was running a presentation with pictures and locations of all meetings.
Maybe that's now been the right time for such an action. Too bad that the abandonment of a fair supplier has led to this day. Whether we have effected at the fair organizers with that day, the future will show. We were definitely in the public and have shown that the hobby model ship building is not on its last legs.

The current development of the Intermodellbau should also be monitored closely. There are two model exibitions at the same time, the Intermodellbau and the Expertec. Interestingly, with a Expertec ticket Intermodellbau could be visited but not vice versa, even though both are available at the same price of admission. Let's hope that this does not lead to optimization of statistics in favour of a pure trade fair for model airplane builders and the Intermodellbau remains as a trade fair for all categories of model building.
Basically I want to be considered the International Day of ship model builders as a success. We have shown that the model ship is not dead, the potential customers are real existent. This to reach now is a target for the fairs, of large and small manufacturers and the retailers.
At least this day was not the protest witch was intended beginning of December 2013, it was more a big event where all ship modellers came together to have fun and present their hobby to the public.
I was already asked if there will be a repeat, many local newspapers have already spoken of the first International Day of the ship model builders. Well, why not?
Later in the year, in late April or early May, then it will be a bit warmer in Europe and on the southern hemisphere's autumn then.
We are currently in preparation and a potential date will be announced in due time.
Lets see, maybe we meet next year at more than hundred locations in more countries at the same day. Lets look forward.
Finally, I would like to express my gratitude.
Especially to the creative minds Alexander Krahn from SMC Bremen / Germany and Martin Staub from SMC Goldach / Switzerland.

I would also like to thank the editors, Mr. Greis and Mr. Bloß from publishing house VTH and Mr. Welz from publishing house Neckar Verlag, even with the editors of RC-F for the assistance they provided.
Special thanks of course also applies to all modellers whether they are organized in associations or communities of interest, or the single modellers who often simply meet together to sail their boats. To make it short, all who made this unprecedented action around the world possible with their involvement.
Andreas Schneider, SchiffsModell.net e.V.
This article in German was published in July 2013 issue of Modell Werft from VTH.
	
	PLZ
	Ort
	Kontakt

	Germany
	14542
	Werder/ Havel
	Private model builders

	Germany
	24536
	Neumünster, Einfelder See
	IG Stör-Piraten-Neumünster

	Germany
	24941
	Flensburg, Vereinsgewässer
	Modellclub Flensburg e.V.

	Germany
	26388
	Wilhelmshaven,
	SMC-Schlicktown

	Germany
	26802
	Moormerland, See an der Meedlansstraße
	MBC Moormerland

	Germany
	28357
	Bremen, Kuhsiel
	SMC Bremen

	Germany
	28357
	Bremen, Wallmühle
	SMC Bremen

	Germany
	27749
	Delmenhorst, Graft
	Private model builders

	Germany
	27793
	Wildeshausen, Annasee des Gutes Altona
	MC Wildeshausen e.V.

	Germany
	28279
	Bremen - Habenhausen, Krimpelsee
	IGS Hansa

	Germany
	31535
	Neustadt, Teich
	Neustädter Schiffsmodellbauclub

	Germany
	33334
	Gütersloh, Teich der neuen Mühle
	IG Triton Gütersloh

	Germany
	33378
	Rheda-Wiedenbrück, Emssee
	SMC Emsflotte

	Germany
	32339
	Espelkamp, Gabelhorstsee
	SMC Espelkamp e.V

	Germany
	34270
	Schauenburg, Gasthaus „Zum Wattenberg“
	MBF Schauenburg Baunatal

	Germany
	37073
	Göttingen, Kiessee
	RC Modellbau Club Göttingen e.V.

	Germany
	41569
	Köln, Adenauer Weiher
	ISM Köln / SMC Düren

	Germany
	44263
	Dortmund, Phönixsee
	IG RuhrPiraten

	Germany
	44892
	Bochum, Ümminger See
	SchiffsModell.net

	Germany
	48231
	Warendorf, Emssee
	SMC Warendorf

	Germany
	48268
	Greven-Reckenfeld
	MBG Modellpiraten Greven-Emsdetten

	Germany
	48599
	Gronau, Stadtparksee
	SMC Gronau

	Germany
	49477
	Ibbenbüren, Aasee
	SMC Ibbenbueren

	Germany
	50374
	Erftstadt, Schloss Gracht
	SMC ModellwErft

	Germany
	52074
	Aachen, Hangeweiher
	Modellbauskipper-Euregio-Aachen

	Germany
	53113
	Bonn, Bonner Rheinaue
	SMC Bonn

	Germany
	53113
	Bonn, Bonner Rheinaue Süd
	SMBF Bonn

	Germany
	53879
	Euskirchen, Schillerpark
	IG Schiffsmodellbau Euskirchen

	Germany
	59071
	Hamm, Maximilianpark
	IG Schiffsmodellbau Maxipark

	Germany
	63843
	Niedernberg, Honisch-Beach
	i.g. kleine-schiffe

	Germany
	64546
	Mörfelden-Walldorf, Clubraum, Kulturhaus
	SMA Walldorf e.V.

	Germany
	66955
	Pirmasens, Eisweiher
	IG Schiffsmodellbau Pirmasens e.V.

	Germany
	67227
	Frankenthal, Strandbad
	SMC Frankenthal e.V.

	Germany
	70176
	Stuttgart, Feuersee
	SMC Stuttgart

	Germany
	71691
	Freiberg am Neckar, Marktplatzsee
	SMC Freiberg a. N. e.V.

	Germany
	73240
	Wendlingen, Schäferhausersee
	SMC Wendlingen

	Germany
	78467
	Konstanz, Freibad Hörnle
	Modellskipper Club Konstanz e.V

	Germany
	79271
	St. Peter, Badweiher
	Modell-Schiff-Kapitäne St. Peter

	Germany
	76593
	Gernsbach, Eisweiher
	SMC Murgtal e.V.

	Germany
	79576
	Weil am Rhein, Grün 99
	Nautic Racing Club Pratteln (CH)

	Germany
	81373
	München, Mollsee
	SMG Wolpertinger e.V

	Germany
	83483
	Bischofswiesen, Naturbad Aschauerweiher
	RCMB Berchtesgaden

	Germany
	85570
	Markt Schwaben, Sportpark Markt Schwaben
	IGS Markt Schwaben

	Germany
	86343
	Königsbrunn, Grundschule Süd
	SOS Titanic Königsbrunn

	Germany
	88682
	Salem-Baden, Schloßsee
	SMF Salem - Friedrichshafen

	Germany
	90562
	Kalchreuth, Kreuzweiher
	SMC Nürnberg

	Germany
	91792
	Stopfenheim, Löschweiher
	IG-Deutsche Marine

	Germany
	92237
	Sulzbach-Rosenberg, Krötenseeschule
	SMC Weiden

	Germany
	92318
	Neumarkt, Seekafe des Landesgartenschaugeländes
	FS Neumarkt i.d.OPf. e.V.

	Germany
	95502
	Himmelkron, Fichtelgebirgshof
	SMF Bayreuth e.V.

	Germany
	
	
	

	Denmark
	DK-6200
	Aabenraa, RC Parken
	RC Parken

	
	
	
	

	Austria
	A-1xxx
	Wien, -
	MBC RC-Boote

	Austria
	A-8401
	Kalsdorf, Copacabana
	rc-boote Steiermark

	
	
	
	

	Switzerland
	CH-4142
	Münchenstien, Weiher der Grün 80
	Modell-Schiffbau-Club-Basel

	Switzerland
	CH-5712
	Beinwil am See, Hallwiler See
	Aargauischer Schiffsmodellbau-Klub

	Switzerland
	CH-8400
	Winterthur, Schützenweiher
	Modellschiff-Club Winterthur

	Switzerland
	CH-9327
	Goldach, Schuppisweiher
	SMC Goldach

	Switzerland
	CH-9470
	Buchs, Werdenbergsee
	Schiffsmodell-Club-Rheintal

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Ort
	Name

	USA
	
	Los Angeles, CA,Lake Balboa
	Private model builders

	USA
	
	Los Angeles, CA, Hansen dam lake
	Hansen dam Violator's

	USA
	
	Visalia, CA, Plaza Park Pond
	Private model builders

	USA
	
	Lithia Springs, GA
	South East Modelers, Scale, Sail & Rooster Tails

	USA
	
	Owls Head, ME Transportation Museum
	Owls Head Modelers

	
	
	
	

	Mexico
	
	Mexiko Stadt, Parque Morisco
	Modelismo Morisco

	
	
	
	

	Australia
	
	Brisbane, Australien, Tygum Lagoon
	Logan City Marine Modelers


